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January 7, 2011 

Mayor and Council 

Re: Amabel/Sauble Water Systems 

I wish to express my extreme disappointment in your decision to forgo a forensic audit on the Amabel! 

Sauble Water Systems. I have in my possession copies of: 

1 

1. The original documentation dated October 12, 2002 produced by Henderson, Paddon and 

Associates ltd. which quotes that there are 512 lots in the system and that the cost will be 

$4852.00 per lot and was preached to an already reluctant audience as such. 

2. The 2004 Annual Compliance Report dated February 2005, produced by Henderson, Paddon 

and Associates Ltd. which shows all of the 512 lots and the maps where each is located. This 

document was presented to Council and posted in various locations for the public to see. 

3. The 2005 Annual Compliance Report dated February 2006, produced by Henderson, Paddon 

and Associates ltd. Which shows all of the 512 lots and the maps where each is located .. This 

document was presented to Council and posted in various locations for the public to see. 

4. Copy of Small Water Systems Funding Press Release dated March 24, 2005 which states by 

CAO Ruth Ann Carson that the Water Bills for the Amabel/ Sauble Water Users will be 

significantly less. 

5. A copy of a letter dated July 4, 2006 from Eric Advokka, the Federal Environmental 

Assessment Coordinator for the Upgrading of the Amabel/ Sauble Well System Project on 

behalf of the federal team that states, and I quote, "The federal team then waited eight 

months while the Town did not wish to proceed with the process. Only once we met with the 

Town last summer were we able to encourage them to move forward." "I am still waiting to 

hear back on this matter" This gentleman certainly sounds frustrated over the Town's inactivity 

with the project. 

6. I have a 2007 Water Consumers Newsletter printed by the Town of South Bruce Peninsula that 

states that the estimated cost or debenture to each property after Federal and Provincial 

Grants is $5600.00. 
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7. I have a copy of an EMail dated April 14, 2007 from then Public Works Manager to myself 
confirming that there were exactly 512 Lots and that the cost would be $5664. per Lot because 
the project was then complete. 

8. A copy of report PW14-2009 dated April 21, 2009 in which Public Works Manager states that 
$350,628. of the pre 2004 costs currently unverifiable by the Manager of Public Works and 
since I happened to attend that very meeting I can confirm that the then Treasurer of the Town 

of South Bruce Peninsula stated, without any question, that he had shredded the 
aforementioned documents because he does so when they exceed 7 years in age. 

These documents and more provide a solid base for a reasonable cost 

therefore due to the outrageous costs now being quoted: 

• I believe that there is significant reason for a forensic audit of documents that pertain to 
this project, knowing that there was a much larger project being pursued by the Town. 

• I also believe that the Town has been unknowingly deeming properties together as in 

the case of 44 and 40 Davidson Dr. and eliminating connections therefore reducing 

the number lots remaining to sustain and significantly increasing the costs to the users. 

• I object to paying for Water for the Amabel/Sauble School because a bad deal was made 
by a past Mayor but, more importantly, I object to paying for the schools Capital Costs 
and maintenance for the project. This was not part of the deal! 

• I object to any further changes being made to the lots involved in the Amabel jSauble 
System until such time as invoices have been issued to those properties involved. I 

would also like to enquire why if the reports produced by Henderson, Paddon and 

Associates ltd (Oweson/Genavarl are so incorrect why did it take so long to 
acknowledge that? Why are they not paying for their errors and why are we still using 
this company? 

• I also would like to caution you that there is more than one developer involved here and 
if one developer is allowed to change his connections others will follow. 

In Answer to Work's Manager's Questions. 

3. The Local Improvement Act is being repealed but the Municipal Act States: 
Municipal Act 
Local improvement matters 
474.10 (j) Despite the repeal of the ij;j&ciii'rhjfi~i>)i~hl~iii!}j6t, any matter or proceeding 
commenced under that Act before January 1, 2003 shall be continued and finally 
disposed of under that Act. 2002, c. 17, Sched. A, s. 90. 

Deemed commencement 
ill For the purposes of subsection (1), a proceeding to undeI1~~al?(;~lit1}pr(}ve~enti~ 
deemed to have commenced under section 8,10 or 12 of the itiiitat..lmpnJ.veWei#c·:,;';>:· 
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, "',,,::::Ui:Aii~ when notice in Form 1,2 or 3, respectively, of that Act has been given. 2002, c. 17, 
Sched. A, s. 90. 

Con tinned application 
474.10.1 Despite the repeal of subsection 9 (2) ofthis Act by section 8 of Schedule A to 
the Municipal Statute Law Amendment Act, 2006, that subsection, as it read on the day 
before its repeal, continues to apply to resolve ambiguities existing on that day. 2006, 
c. 32, Sched. A, s. 191. 

It has been agreed by Municipal Affairs that the Local Improvement Act should be followed for 
Water and Sewer even though it is being repealed. 

4. j was there and saw the Cammidge and Collins Well connected to the Fiddlehead Well. 

The pipes were laid along Boulton Drive and up Oliphant Way without connecting any of the 

fronting properties. This well has plenty of water and in conversation with the Owend Sound 

Ministry of Environment they believe would work far more efficiently if there were more users. 

8. For your information, it was not Part 11 orders that delayed the project but the Town's 

own inactivity as stated in the letter from the Federal Government. Part 11 orders are only part 

of the process and are expected and it is the right of those involved. This Town was more 

interested in a much larger project and still are and, by your own admission, is why you still have 

not sold the lots which the Town owns. This is delaying, once again, the completion of the 

project. 

9 I find it hard to believe that the missing invoices have suddenly appeared when it was 

the Treasurer himself who admitted to shredding them. 

12 The Town's Properties should be credited to the users NOW at market value. The sewer 

project for Sauble is an entirely separate project and if the Town wants to hold them this should 

have no bearing on this project at all. 

14 Most people do NOT pay until they receive a bill and can obtain an official receipt that it 

is paid in full. I believe it would be foolish to do otherwise knowing this Town's history. I also 

caution council as to the record set by this project in tripling of costs when you consider a 

sewer project. 

In closing, I'm sorry to say the Work's Manager's response was not satisfactory therefore I will 

echo once again, that I believe a detailed audit is required and an explanation as to why there 

are 7 Lots missing from the project. All documentation specifically says 512 Lots plus 11 for 

Amabel/Sauble School which totals 523 Lots not 498 Lots plus 7 Town, plus 11 for Amabel 

/Sauble School totaling 516. This, I believe, is only one of the reasons why the costs have 

changed 50 significantly since April 2007 when I was assured by, the then, Works Manager that 

the project was complete. Why are you asking users of the Well System to pay an unidentifiable 

amount when the Town itself has not paid it's own portion and appropriate credits have not 

been applied? Why has the delay continued from April 2007 to Jan. 2011 and still we wait? 
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Although I am author of these letters please be aware that there are significant numbers of 

users on the system who support my efforts and will sign a petition to support a forensic audit. 

Also you should be made aware that you already have a petition on file at the Town Office 

which was initiated in opposition to this project before it was even started. 

Respectfully 

P"t V"rOey 
Cc: Carol Mitchell- Minister Bartolucci's File#52098 

luanne Phair Ministry of Municipal Affairs 


